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September 2006 Newsbrief

TFS versus Tiri - comparisons that are not odious

The TFS program was started in 1991 as a way of involving children in the growing and planting of
native trees on areas of land to prevent soil erosion, improve water quality and contribute to conser-
vation. It started with 3 schools and has grown steadily so today, 15 years later, there are over 130
teams. A typical school team raises 500 to 1500 native tree seedlings each year, and then plants
them out on at risk land. Often these site are what we call “degraded” — ones for which the planting
doesn’t simply start a new piece of forest, but also starts restoring the health of what has been a sad
wasteland. A typical annual planting by a school team covers 0.3 — 1 hectare. It doesn’t seem much,
half a hectare: it's about the size of 6 suburban sections. But as my old Uncle Bob (the one-armed
Scots bushman) used to say, “Monie a mickle maks a muckle” (that’s “lots of little things add up to a
lot” to you Sassenachs. So to date, in the TFS program, over 26,000 children have been involved,
planting more than 430,000 trees on at least 300 hectares.

At the end of each planting session, there are a few hundred proud seedlings standing at attention in
a hostile territory. Will they survive? Part of the deal is that the landowner guarantees to keep down
weeds and grasses around the seedlings so that they can eventually reach full treehood in a self-
maintaining young forest. That time is 10 to 20 years ahead, and so a lot of what is achieved has to
be taken on faith, because for the individual schoolchild, all that is seen at the end of the planting ses-
sion is that hectare of land with its brave little seedlings. Although schools visit the same planting site
over consequtive years, how would it be if the schoolchildren could go back 15 years later and see
what had become of their efforts? And even more to the point, how would it be if all of the TFS plant-
ings could be gathered together in one place so that the total achievement of not just oneself but all
the other school groups could be seen and appreciated. What would that “muckle” look like?

As it happens, we can get a pretty good idea by visiting Tiritiri Matangi, Tiri for short, and seeing what
has happened there Tiri is a 218 hectare island, originally in private hands but now under the care of
DOC, about 4 km off the Whangaparaoa Peninsula and about 25 km north of Auckland as the seagull
flies. From the late 1800s, the land was farmed and 95% of the original bush was stripped from the
land. It wasn't great farming country: by 1975 it became uneconomic to farm it, and gorse looked like
taking hold. Enter the new Department of Conservation and a team of volunteers. They had the
dream of reforesting the land, bringing it back to something like its historical state, then using it to
create a bird sanctuary for some of our threatened native birds. It has been a very ambitious conser-
vation project by international standards, and it has also been outstandingly successful. A major pro-
gram for planting forest tree seedlings began in 1984, and was largely complete by 1994, after
250,000 — 300,000 trees had been given their start and 60% of the area had been planted. The task
was coordinated by DOC, and most of the work was carried out by hundreds of volunteers organised
through the Supporters of Tiritiri Matangi.

The parallels with TFS are obvious. Tiri supporters have planted about 250,000 seedlings on 130
hectares of one island: TFS schoolchildren have planted about 400,000 seedlings on a total area of
300 hectares spread in small units around New Zealand. The TFS achievement in some respects is
even greater than that achieved at Tiri, but with Tiri, you can go to the one place and see just how
much can be done with forest restoration. Why don’t you visit Tiri and see for yourself, and then be
proud that, though you can't see it the same way, you have done as much and more in your TFS
work. A regular ferry service run by Fullers takes more than 20,000 visitors to Tiri each year. Tiri is an
open sanctuary, and visitors can roam over the 5 main tracks covering the length of the island, often
helped by volunteer guides. You can see and hear the songs of some of our rare birds, and even see
a takahe strutting about. For Auckland schools, it's a great place to take a field trip, do all that, and at
the same time get an idea of what your own TFS involvement will have achieved.

Article submitted by Rod Bieleski



TFS and NGA building Community Partnerships with Rotary and
Schools

On Friday 18 August, the Northern Gateway Alliance(NGA) launched their Community Legacy
Project at Orewa College in north Auckland, alongside project partners Trees for Survival and the
Rotary Clubs of Orewa and Warkworth.

The Northern Gateway Alliance have initiated and sponsored the programme in order to enhance
the works already being undertaken in the Otanerua Valley as part of the Northern Motorway ex-
tension (ALPURT B2) project.

Situated inland from Hatfield’s Beach, Otanerua Valley is home to a pristine undeveloped catch-
ment and prime area of habitat for native and endangered flora and fauna. This area is classed as
RAP-21 (Regional Area for Protection 21), as listed in the Department of Conservation Manage-
ment Strategy. Resident species include the semi-flightless fernbird, north island robin, green and
forest native geckos and at least seven species of native freshwater fish including koura (fresh
water crayfish), inanga (whitebait), kokupu and banded kokupu.

When it was discovered that the ALPURT B2 alignment would cut through the valley, the solution
was a Heads of Agreement between Transit New Zealand, the Department of Conservation and
the Auckland Conservation Board for a viaduct to be constructed over the northern tributary of the
Otanerua Stream. This was to create an ecological corridor beneath the viaduct that was suitable
for the passage of aquatic, terrestrial and arboreal fauna.

Since commencing construction of the viaduct in 2005, the NGA has strived to protect and moni-
tor the health of the native bush and pristine stream during construction. Now the viaduct is al-
most complete, much of the native bush surrounding the new bridge remains intact and the
stream remains unaffected.

When NGA Project Director Robert Jones was looking for an area outside the project that could
be enhanced with the help of Trees for Survival, the degraded margins of the stream between
Hatfield’s Beach and the edge of the motorway alignment were the obvious choice.

“As a community legacy this initiative will help us to meet the project’s vision to create a northern
gateway that is a visual showcase of environmental and engineering excellence,” says Mr Jones.
“Although outside the scope of the works for the motorway extension, it will bring real benefit to
local residents as well as providing a valuable learning experience for the children involved in the
project through their schools.”

Propagation units have been installed at Orewa College and Kaipara Flats School and students
have already begun nurturing the first plants destined to enhance the banks of the Otanerua
Stream.

The Northern Gateway Alliance is project managing, designing and constructing the SH1:Northern
Motorway extension (ALPURT B2) and comprises Transit New Zealand, Fulton Hogan, Leighton
Contractors, URS New Zealand, Tonkin & Taylor and Boffa Miskell. More information is available

Nicky Elmore (TFS) demonstrates the pricking Under construction the Otenerua Viaduct spans
out process at Orewa College PGU. established native bush.


http://www.northerngateway.co.nz

TFS expands to Te Puru a new school north of Thames

From the Coromandel Ranges on one side of the school grounds to the shores of the Firth of
Thames on the other Te Puru school is in a unique setting. The students have certainly experienced
first hand the devastating effects erosion can have on their environment following heavy rain, with the
area suffering extensive flooding in recent years. With the aim “to let all young fish grow strong in
our calm waters” (Whakatupuria nga ika i roto i a matou wai marino). The school is ideally suited to
Trees for Survival as a hands on project extending their shore based education and understanding of
man’s impact on the ocean. How many schools have a marine lab, their own Kayaks and a rib on site

to explore the sea?

Following many hours of hard work Scott Rodger (a parent, and grounds man at the school) has
managed to secure funding through Environment Waikato to install the PGU at Te Puru School. On-
going support from Thames Rotary and a local nursery will see seedlings and potting mix supplied to
the school. In conjunction with community groups, landowners and Environment Waikato the chil-
dren will plant on at risk land to restore the land and keep that soil out of their fishing grounds.

The Te Puru school PGU was opened on August 7th 2006. Children, staff and community groups
were involved pricking out new seedlings and setting up the PGU in the swimming pool enclosure.
The whole school attended the opening ceremony with the eldest and youngest students cutting an
“environmentally friendly paper ribbon” to signal the start of their action project.

Students read some of their language work at the opening (see below). Very thought provoking and
inspiring concepts indicate that these guys have got the big picture and will be integrating TFS into
their school and community and reaping the environmental benefits for a long time to come.

Article written by Nicky Elmore

Scott Rodger congratulates Leighroy Shine (left) and Jake
Anderson (right).

Tough job, fancy attending a school with the ocean as the
boundary? What a fantastic hands on learning environment?

Te Puru Opening Speech by Zenani Moore - Age 10

Sometimes we feel that the environmental problems in our world are just too
big and we begin to think:

“What can | do?”

“I can’t help by myself”

If we all thought and acted this way, we’'d be right...(PAUSE)... but by acting
in a small way and trying to make a difference in our own school, we will be
able to make a difference to our world.

The TREES FOR SURVIVAL project will help us to take action, and begin to
make a difference in our school and community.

This may only be a small difference but our community will benefit from our
action, so that means our world will benefit in a small way too!

BIG THINGS START SMALL AND SMALL PEOPLE CAN START BIG
THINGS!!!

This is the beginning of our action and we are determined to make a
difference. Thank you to Scott and the kind people that have made
TREES FOR SURVIVAL haQDen.

I
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Environment by Morgan Foster - Age 10

Trees are breath we suck on summer days
Trees are shelter in the rain

Trees are excellent for a climb

Trees are good when you need to hide
Pohutukawa, rimu, rata

Keep them on your global data

When you feel you are alone

Climb up to your secret zone

Spread out leaves

So we believe

Sap, Branch, Bark

Been around since Noah's Ark

Green and brown a national colour
Bread and broth mixed with flour

Tall and short, big and wide

There’s no reason to be behind

Flaky bark also brown

Please don’t frown

I'm a tree I've saved your life

So glease don't put me under the knife



Support for children growing trees for our future

On Friday 28" July, the Vice President of Marketing at New Zealand Steel Ms Judy Morgan officially
opened a plant-growing unit at the Glenbrook Primary School as a supporting organisation for the
‘Trees for Survival’ programme. Students from Year 6 (aged 10 and 11 years) who will be responsi-
ble for planting the seedlings and looking after the growing plants, had made flowers (putiputi) and a
ribbon out of flax in preparation for the opening ceremony. The formalities commenced with a
‘Karakia’ (Maori prayer).

Judy Morgan (NZ Steel) and a Glenbrook student

cutting the putiputi ribbon to open the Glenbrook School Plant Glenbrook students overseeing their newly
Growing Unit . This is a great example of Community Partners pricked out flax seedlings. These will be big
working together to help “Children Growing Trees for our Future”. enough to plant on the land next winter.

Several parents, members of the PTA, representatives from the ‘Trees for Survival’ Trust and com-
munity members joined teachers and students from Rooms 9 and 4 to share the celebrations.

Ms Morgan said: “We are very proud to be working with our community to improve the environment.
This programme is about investing in the future of all New Zealanders. The initiative supports our
goal of becoming the ‘cleanest, greenest, safest’ steelworks in the world and New Zealand Steel has
committed to support the ‘Trees for Survival’ Trust for the next 5 years.”

“By becoming a supporting organisation, we
hope to encourage more people to become
involved in the ‘Trees for Survival’ pro-
gramme,” Ms Morgan said.

Principal of Glenbrook School Mr Colin Coch-
rane said: “Glenbrook School is delighted to
have the opportunity to participate in the
Trees For Survival Project. We appreciate
the generous sponsorship of New Zealand
Steel and the support of the Trees For Sur-
vival team. This project will further enhance
the environmental awareness of our stu-
dents. The hands on involvement for the stu-
dents is likely to promote ‘green fingers’ ". The whole Team at Glenbrook, kids, staff, Community, TFS
Article submitted by Claire Jewell NZ Steel. and Sponsors NZ Steel all shared afternoon tea at the opening

Thanks to those who returned their TFS info sheet

If you haven't told us about yourselves, what you are doing in your Plant Growing Unit, how it's linked
to your classroom work, who's involved, how many trees you grow and where you plant them.
Remember to enter the Holyoake Award for 2006. See details on page 5 of this Newsletter.

Sad News

Last Newsletter we highlighted the wonderful work Joe Cresswell has done with students at Hastings
Intermediate. You will remember the pictures featuring the 1,000's of plants they had produced and
their planting out at Johnny Appleseed alongside a stream. Sadly Joe passed away recently, TFS
Management would like to pay tribute to Joe's outstanding efforts and wish Hastings Intermediate
students and staff all the best in their continued work in the TFS programme.
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Holyoake Awards

It's that time again. As promised in our last newsletter the entry form for entering the 2006 Holyoake
Awards is inserted in this issue as well as on the TFS website www.ireesforsurvival.org.nz.

If your school has been involved in the TFS programme for 2 years or more we want to hear from
you. Tell us your TFS story in any format you chose, we want to know what you grow, how you do it,
where you plant, what partners are involved and how does all this link to your classroom work. Ap-
plications close Wednesday 25th October 2006. Students and teachers this will give you time to
plant and collate your information afterwards. There is $1,000 up for grabs kindly sponsored by
Noel Holyoake from Holyoake Industries. Last issue we featured the 2005 winners Meadowbank
School. Prize money was also shared by two highly commended schools, Hunua School (Auckland)

and Ross Intermediate (Palmerston North).

TREES FOR SURVIVAL HOLYOAKE AWARD INFORMATION SHEET 2006

BACKGROUND INFORMATION TO AWARD: A total amount of $1,000 has been
generously donated annually by Holyoake Industries to promote the aims and objectives of
Trees for Survival in our schools.

TREES FOR SURVIVAL IS: A Charitable Trust, operating New Zealand wide. The Trust
promotes the growing and planting of native trees on designated land to prevent

soil erosion, improve water quality and increase biodiversity. Trees for Survival involves

e Communities working together in partnerships:

e Service groups and businesses that sponsor and support the schools.

e School children who grow and plant the trees.

e Regional Councils/Care Groups who select the planting sites.

Landowners who care for the trees.

TREES FOR SURVIVAL AIMS TO:

e Teach children how to grow and plant native trees through an interactive environmental
education programme.

e Actively involve children in the restoration of at-risk land.

e Encourage an interest in environmental issues including soil and plant conservation.
Educate the wider community about the aims of the Trees for Survival Trust.

HOW TO APPLY AND ELIGIBILITY:

* Applications will be accepted on the official entry form only, accompanying this Newslet-
ter, which can be downloaded from :vvww.treesforsurvival.org.nﬁ or obtained by contacting The
National Coordinator ph/fax 09 5205723 or by emailing info@treesforsurvival.org.nz

e Eligibility for the Holyoake Award requires that a school must have been involved with the
Trees for Survival Programme for a minimum of 2 years.

e Applications must be completed in full and include supporting information of the school’s
involvement in the Trees for Survival programme.

Closing date for applications is no later than 5pm on WEDNESDAY 25™ OCTOBER 2006.
Please post to Trees for Survival Trust, Holyoake Award Application, PO Box 51 684,
Pakuranga, Auckland.



http://www.treesforsurvival.org.nz
http://www.treesforsurvival.org.nz

The times they are a -changing
After nearly 7 years as National Coordinator for Trees for Survival it's time for me to hand over the
reins to Lynda. | have really enjoyed my role in TFS, and thank you all for your support. | have met
some fantastic people and am pleased to have been involved in developing the programme from
essentially stand alone plant growing units to regional teams of community partners working to-
gether. With schools becoming even busier it has been important to develop supportive teaching
resources, so far we have achieved this for Primary schools with a fantastic new Secondary school
one nearing completion. | am passionate about children taking action for the environment and to
this end my new job will be working as an Enviroschools facilitator. With growing support from Ro-
tary, Regional Councils, Local Communities and our new Sponsors from the Private Sector | feel
encouraged that TFS will be involving many more “Children Growing Trees for our Future” for many
years to come.
By Nicky Elmore

Introducing Lynda
It's great to be onboard with Trees For Survival. My first introduction to the project was through one
of my children who is lucky enough to be in the class for Trees For Survival. | found myself cutting
smelly milk cartons and obviously became hooked as | haven’t stopped.
| have also been on a couple of planting days and was blown away by the number of children (and
parent helpers) who had never been on a farm and/or planted a tree before.
To me this makes Trees For Survival really special as not only is it environmentally important in
terms of erosion and subsequent water quality, but it is great exposure for our children and really
important in building environmental awareness in the next generation.
While Nicky’s gumboots will be hard to full, | am really looking forward to hearing from you and get-
ting up to speed with all the planting units, schools and partners. Please don't hesitate to contact
me on ph 095205723.
HAPPY PLANTING by Lynda Wyllie

To contact us, find out more, share your story? Email info@treesforsurvival.org.nz,
Ph/Fax 09 5205723 to speak with Lynda the National Coordinator, write to Trees for Survival
Trust, PO Box 51684 Pakuranga, Auckland or try our website www.treesforsurvival.org.nz

We thank all our sponsors, without whose help we would nat function. Rotary
helps fund installation and maintenance of units. Yates NZ Ltd. supplies pot-
ting mix for plant raising, Parkland Products for the watering timers and Re-
gency Duty Free aids our funding through its purchase discount scheme. Other
contributors of time and money are Multistrut Ltd., Urgent Couriers, and G. S.
Shapland Ltd. Most of all we appreciate the many contributions of time and
resources from many committed individuals both inside and outside the
schools.



