	

	TfS Newsbrief 3:2011
Dear TfS Teacher

Planning for your TfS year should be well under way. Did you download your TfS calendar circulated with the last Newsbrief?
HINT: These Newsbriefs contain current information as well as material which may be useful at some stage in the future. You may wish to print a copy (one page double sided) or if you wish to conserve paper you can find past Newsbriefs on our website www.tfsnz.org.nz 

This Newsbrief includes: 
1. First seedling delivery
2. Planning for 2011 
3. Planter bags

FIRST SEEDLING DELIVERY:
Each school will receive the first of three seedling deliveries on Tuesday 5 April. These will be delivered by volunteer Rotarians along with 4 bags of potting mix. Keep an eye out for this delivery!
Be aware that you will be receiving between 300-400 small seedlings which will need to be pricked out as soon as possible. Completing this task before the holidays will give your seedlings a great start.
Some preparation prior to this delivery will make things a lot easier later. For example you will have many left-over root trainers from ‘potting on’. A couple of sessions brushing them clean or washing them down (don’t use detergent) and setting them out in their wire baskets will ensure you are ready for your ‘pricking out’ sessions.
If you would like help with your ‘pricking out’ sessions contact your Auckland Council Field Officer and schedule a date.

PLANNING FOR 2011:
Congratulations to the many teacher and student teams who have a Plant Growing Unit full of healthy plants as a result of a sound watering regime over the summer holidays. Auckland Council Field Officers are reporting back following on from their February plant count. Thanks to those schools which have made counting easy by sorting separate species together in crates or in neat rows. Note that placing tall plants together will encourage their growth. 

Planting Day 2011: The Auckland Council TfS Coordinator Sue Crawshay (sue.crawshay@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz) will be contacting all schools to finalise your planting site and planting day. Please respond to her promptly. More about planning for your planting day in the next Newsbrief.
‘Pricking Out’ sessions before the holidays should be scheduled. Once organised put the dates onto your TfS calendar. Don’t forget to let your support organisation know as they often may be able to offer extra ‘manpower’.
Weeding sessions should also be planned on your calendar. Weeding of your plants in pots, particularly at this time of year, is very important.
Fertilising with Thrive, if your potted on plants are yellowing, can take place now but it is good to avoid
fertilising next term as this will make ‘hardening off’, necessary prior to planting, less effective. It is a good idea to record when you administer your fertiliser on your calendar. 
Material for your TfS Curriculum is available in the resource material which you should have at your school. Please contact your TfS Field Officer if you need any help with teacher resources or curriculum ideas.
If Potting On for this years planting is not yet complete then it will need to be ‘all hands to the wheel’ to get your plants all potted up. Again your support organisation may be able to help. Your plants really need the root space to grow at this time of the year.

PLANTER BAGS:
We have had quite a run on planter bags (PB3/4s) recently. As with most items these days they are getting more expensive and you are encouraged to re-use them – a quick wash is usually sufficient, or use milk cartons instead of planter bags.
Now is a good time to start your own milk carton collection at your school – a really good way to increase the profile of your TfS programme in your community - and act sustainably as well!

Finally, please let us know of any teaching ideas which work well for you. We would be happy to circulate it to other TfS teachers. Let us know too when you launch TfS information on your school website – its great to see something of the work that you do. Simply email info@tfsnz.org.nz 

Kindest regards 

The TfS Team




