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Children growing our future





HINTS FOR PRICKING OUT

Some tips to make it easy and keep it tidy.

Equipment
Most schools don’t have tables to work on so this is an easy alternative
NOTE: Suppliers and sponsors of our potting mix (YATES) have printed safety guidelines on their bags. Please make sure that you are familiar with these guidelines. 
· A tarpaulin

· 2 dustpans

· Potting mix (1 bag of potting mix fills approx 5 root trainer wire baskets) 

· Root trainers (RTs)

· Wire crates to hold the root trainers

· Ice cream containers to hold soil

· Seedlings 

Procedure
· Cut open the top of some bags of potting mix (make sure you keep one for tipping excess potting mix back into at the end of the    session)
· Tip 2 bags of potting mix onto the tarpaulin 

· Assemble the root trainers 12-13 per wire crate

· Use the dustpans to fill up the root trainers, bang crate to compact potting mix and refill.
· Break up the punnet of seedlings. Handle seedlings by their tips not stems.

· Fill up some ice cream container with soil.
· Make a hole in the potting mix in a cavity with a pencil and place one seedling in the hole
· Press down the  potting mix around the seedling to make it firm, so it  holds the seedling up, adding more potting mix if necessary.
WHEN FINISHED THE ROOT TRAINER
· Should have the soil level as near as possible to the top
· 1 plant per hole and 1 plant per cavity 

· 4 plants per row of cavities.
THE PLANTS SHOULD:
· Be standing up straight

· Have no roots visible on surface
· Have no leaves buried.

· Have no stems buried.  

Additional Tips
· Students can work as a group on one crate. Give a group of 4 students 1 full RT crate, 1 ice cream container full of soil and a small bundle of seedlings.

· Don’t give students a complete punnet of seedlings as they tend to get buried in the potting mix. Use the empty punnets to hold the bundle of seedlings. 
Keep your empty punnets for future use.

· Keep plant species in separate wire baskets as they have different growth rates and one variety can grow over a slower growing species.
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